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Samuel Eprahim

Cleaning  Carpet Cleaning

A quality job& reliable service at a fair pricellll
Our service:
* steam carpet cleaning * dry carpet cleaning
* file& grout cleaning *upholstery cleaning
*floor stripping& sealing *end of lease cleaning
*windows cleaning *oven cleaning
*domestic& commercial cleaning

Fully insured

Free quotes

Call now
Adel 0466136709
Mekhaiel 0469197782

And get %10 discount for the church member

. Creativity and Design
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Michael Nagi Mob: 041 626 9009

mogazine@sacopts.org.au

we will Open Lunch time
& have free Delivery for lunch
and dinner

and Trading Hours will be
From 11am to 2 pm
and from 4.30 pm to 10 pm

Tel: 8352 2200
Shop1

188 Sir Donald Bradman Dr,
Cowandilla

. Signs(Shop sign, A-frame,Flags,...etc)
. Window Graphics, wall Graphics

. Posters, Banners
« Company identity

(logo, Business cards, stationarys...etc)

DESIGN & SIGN . flyers, catalogues, Brochures,

Magazine, Book covers

. Special Invitations (wedding

invitations, Birthday, baby shower ...etc)
. Guest book, promotion Materials & Gifts

Soliman 043 004 3651

Madonnqg ¢
A 40 59
E.mail: ajppg 4 © 6285
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By St. Irenaeus of Lyons

Since, again, some who are reckoned among the orthodox go beyond the pre-arranged
plan for the exaltation of the just, and are ignorant of the methods by which they are disciplined
beforehand for incorruption, they thus entertain heretical opinions. For the heretics, despising
the handiwork of God, and not admitting the salvation of their flesh, while they also treat the
promise of God with arrogance, and pass beyond God altogether in the sentiments they

form, they affirm that immediately after their death they shall pass. Those persons, therefore,
who disallow a resurrection to affect the whole man, and as far as in them lies remove it from
the midst how can they be wondered at, if again they know nothing as to the plan of the
resurrection? For they do not choose to understand, that if these things are as they say, the Lord
Himself, in whom they profess to believe, did not rise again upon the third day; but immediately
upon His expiring on the cross, undoubtedly departed on high, leaving His body to the earth. But
the case was that for three days He dwelt in the place where the dead were, as the prophet
says concerning Him:

“And the Lord remembered His dead saints who slept formerly in the land of sepulture; and He
descended to them, to rescue and save them.” And the Lord Himself says, “As Jonah remained
three days and three nights in the belly of the fish, so shall the Son of man be in the heart of the
earth.” [Matt. 11:40]and prejudice

Then also the apostle says,

“But when He ascended, what is it but that He also descended into the lower parts of the earth?”
[Eph. 4:9] This, too, David says when prophesying of Him, “You have delivered my soul from the
depths of Sheol” [Ps 86:13] and on His rising again the third day, He said to Mary, who was the
first to see and to worship Him, “Touch Me not, for | have not yet ascended to the Fr.; but go to
the disciples, and say unto them, | ascend unto My Fr., and unto your Fr..” [John 20:17]

If, then, the Lord observed the law of the dead, that He might become the
first-begotten from the dead, and tarried until the third day “in the lower parts of the earth;”
[Eph. 4:9] then afterwards rising in the flesh, so that He even showed the print of the nails to His
disciples, [John 20:20,27] He thus ascended to the Fr.;—[if all these things occurred, | say], how
must these men not be put to confusion, who allege that “the lower parts” refer to this world of
ours, but that their tuner man, leaving the body here, ascends into the super-celestial place?
For as the Lord “went away in the midst of the shadow of death,” [Ps. 23:4] where the souls of
the dead were, yet afterwards arose in the body, and after the resurrection was taken up
[info heaven], it is manifest that the souls of His disciples also, upon whose account the Lord
underwent these things, shall go away into the invisible place allotted to them by God, and
there remain until the resurrection, awaiting that event; then receiving their bodies, and rising in
their entirety, that is bodily, just as the Lord arose, they shall come thus into the presence of God.
“For no disciple is above the Master, but every one that is perfect shall be as his Master.” [Luke
6:40] As our Masster, therefore, did not at once depart, taking flight [to heaven], but awaited the
time of His resurrection prescribed by the Fr., which had been also shown forth through Jonah,
and rising again after three days was taken up [to heaven]; so ought we also to await the time
of our resurrection prescribed by God and foretold by the prophets, and so, rising, be taken up,
as many as the Lord shall account worthy of this [privilege].

A selection from his book, Against the Heresies, Ch. 31, Ante-Nicene Fathers v. 1.
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VWHY WE NEED
SALVATION

H.G. Bishop Moussa

"This is the stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.
Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no othérname under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:11- 12)

These verses emphasise that Christ is the only Saviour in the universe. But firstly, we must
understand why we need salvation?

WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF SIN ?

Sin has resulted in the death and corruption of human nature. This death is in four areas:
physical, spiritual, moral and eternal; all which are separation fromm God, "the wages of sin is
death." Initially, all characteristics of man were made in God's image, but these characteristics
have become corrupted and spoiled with sin. Thus, the only solution for sin is through
'recreation’.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE REDEEMER ?

If God killed the sinful, there would be no justice, and Satan would be supreme. The scenario
would be as follows: God creates, Satan corrupts, God kills, Satan wins. God knew from the
beginning that man was going to sin, and He was not only going to forgive them, but He was
also going to redeem them. The five qualifications for a redeemer are :

1. he must be man because humans who are sinners are men (men meaning human).
2. he must die, because the wage of sin is death.
3. he must be sinless, because if he was sinful he also will be in need of redemption.

4. he must be unlimited, because our sin is unlimited.

5. he must be a creator, in order fo create a new nature.

To fulfil these requirements, God had to be incarnated in the form of man, and dwell among
men, and die - thus He was the unification of humanity and divinity. Through humanity He was
man and died; and through divinity He is unlimited and the Creator and He is sinless.

SO HOW THEN CAN I BE SAVED ?

| can be saved through baptism, repentance and fransfiguration. The Holy Spirit we receive
in baptism, makes us question ourselves before we sin, and this leads to repentance and
confession. Repentance is the way to renew ourselves and the blessing we received in
baptism. Through transfiguration, all those who died will be resurrected; not in this sinful body
but in a heavenly, sinless, immortal body, still composed of mind, body, psyche and spirit.

In history, the Cross of Christ is in the middle; all those before it were looking forward to it, and
those who came after were believing in it. Both will be saved through the Cross.
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health, because there exists no power in the world that has conquered sin, except Jesus Christ
who shed His blood as its price, and purchased us from the hell of sin, the power of the devil,
and the temptation of the world and flesh with His blood on the cross.

The only way, the way to struggle against sin is: resort to Christ with all the power,
determination, patience, and forbearance. How?

1. Enter Your Room

Enter your room, shut the door, and pray in secret to your Father who is unseen and He will
reward you openly. Cry to Christ day and night. Here | bring you Christ’'s promise to answer your
cries night and day:

“And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and nighte Will he delay
long in helping them? | tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them” (Lk 18:7, 8).

2. For what do we cry out?

J We cry out to Christ to take care of the creation He purchased with His blood.

. We cry out, casting before Him mind, conscience, and all the imaginations of the mind
and soul for Him to accept them.

. We cry out to Him to kill carnal appetites, thoughts, and impurities of this old flesh,

which He destroyed at the cross, so that we might live in the new being according to God, in
righteousness and the sanctity of fruth.

J We cry out to provide us with His grace, and power that are able to give the soul and
spirit Christ's strength, to defeat the devil's forces that fight our thoughts following his desire to
capture us once more under the power of sin.

. We cry out to give us purity of mind, heart, and conscience, so as to wash and purify
them through His blood from all deadly thoughts and deeds.
J We cry out to give us the power to pray, and stand in vigil and fasting before Him, for

Him to disperse all the enemy’s assaults, and lead us to the way of righteousness and piety
before Him for the rest of our days, to worship Him in piety and fear, and praise His glorious
grace, which His Father bestowed on us through His choice and adoption of us, for He is our
life, righteousness, light, purification, and armour.

| call you today to this struggle against sin. It is identical to the practice of the living communion
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Do not go astray, for without Christ no man is able to conquer the evil enemy that has a power
from God over mind, heart, and flesh. You will not find Christ outside your closed room, nightly
vigils, and commended fasting.




immemorial fo become saints without blame in the fullness of God’s love, that is Christ’s, who is in
you and you in Him.

J Have you accepted this grace today?

J Have you pledged in your hearts and consciences to truly be sons of God in accordance
to the pleasure of His will2

. This grace is offered to you today and every day. Accept it, and live if, as you should in

accordance to the ethics, principles, and behaviour of the saints, as sons of God and the eternal
life you were called to.

Peter the Apostle today participates with us and testifies to you before God and Christ:

“Conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile. You know that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things such as silver
or gold, but with the precious blood of Chirist, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was
destined before the foundation of the world but was made manifest at the end of the times for
your sake” (1 Pet 1:17-20).

What does this mean?

It is an authentication from the same Spirit that spoke through Paul the Apostle. Because the
Apostle Peter spoke and added that your redemption was fulfilled from time immemorial through
the blood of Christ. So you are the sons of the living God, redeemed by the blood of Christ,
meaning reconciled through Christ having gained all reasons and conditions for holiness. Therefore
be holy as your Father is holy, He who invited you to share His holiness through Christ.

Paul the Apostle testifies to you and so does the Apostle Peter. Today | encourage you with Paul
the Apostle’s testimony, that you are the sons of the living God sanctified before Him without
blame in the love of Christ. Your only work is to praise His glorious grace, which the Father
bestowed on you in His Beloved Son.

But | warn you, according to Peter the Apostle’s testimony, that you were redeemed with the
blood of Christ, to put an end to your old behaviour which you have taken from the world, and
live in the fear of God without blame or sin. For you are counted as saints before the angels and
the world.

“And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires”
(Gal 5:24).

Listen to the Apostle Paul warning the Corinthians and revealing to them who will enter the
Kingdom of God and who will be forbidden and outlawed from entering the Kingdom of God!

“Do not be deceived (or let anyone deceive you): neither the immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor sexual perverts, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers
will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor 6:9, 10).

If we are caught with one of these deadly sins after having been cleansed (meaning baptized),
and even sanctified and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and with the Spirit of our Lord, it
means that we disdain the Spirit of grace we received through baptism, and we defile the holy
flesh in which we commune at the altar.

This day, now, | will lead you through the Spirit of God to the way to struggle against sin:

First and foremost | assure you in the name of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, that there
does not exist in the world he who has struggled, or is struggling against sin in his full vigour or



Paul the Apostle adds:

“Even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him in love” (Eph 1:4).

What does it mean?

This verse means that the Father blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, and accordingly chose us in Christ since the beginning to reach, in the future or at the
end of our new creation, the stature of the fullness of Christ, which means the stature of His
only Son, as Paul the Apostle says somewhere else in the same epistle: “To equip the saints for
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:12, 13).

What is the consequent result?

The result is that our new creation will reach the stature of the fullness of Christ, meaning that
we will have priority and pre-eminence when we stand in the Father’s presence. Thus we

will stand before God the Father, on the same level as the saints who are without blemish or
blame, in the Divine love that fills the Father's heart towards us, being equal as special sons to
the Father as Paul the Apostle continues saying:

“He destined us to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will”
(Eph 1:5).

The adoption by God the Father that mankind now possesses was previously set and

defined from fime immemorial, certainly not because mankind deserved it, but due to God
the Father’s will and pleasure. This means that it is due to an inner pleasure within God'’s

heart that makes us sons in His Son. What a joy for mankind, and a pleasure at the Father’s
pleasure, for making us His sons in His Son Jesus Christ! Our partnership nowadays with Jesus
Christ emanates from our partnership in the Father choosing us as His sons, which means that
a partnership with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ was determined and fixed from
eternity. St. Paul the Apostle boasts of it and says that our partnership now with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ was fulfilled with the Son’s manifestation, and the manifestation of
eternal life in Him, in the shape of a man who was killed, dead, and resurrected.

St. Paul considered the choosing of God the Father in Christ since the beginning, with all the
heavenly blessings offered to us, a free grace flowing from the heart of God towards us. All this
grace exists on the basis that we remain and continue to praise His glorious grace, which he
bestowed on us in the Beloved:

“To the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (Eph 1:6).

This is our only work now, and forever more, to continue to praise God's glorious grace, which
He lavished on us in His Beloved Son Jesus Christ since the beginning.

Noftice dear brethren what a grace has come to happen and was confirmed to us from time
immemorial:

. That God should bless us with every spiritual blessing in Christ

And choose us in Him before the creation of the world

To become saints without blame before Him through love

Already chosen through Jesus Christ for adoption

For Himself and according to the pleasure of His will

To praise His glorious grace which He bestowed on us in the Beloved

This is the heavens’ withess and the testimony of the Spirit speaking through Saint Paul.
Behold and see, sons of God, and know today, that you are appointed since time
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We explore the immemorial relationships, meaning our relationship with Christ today that is
founded on the basis of our relationship with Him since the very beginning.

He who was able to reveal this relationship with Christ is St. Paul who says:

“For surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for
you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few
words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of
Christ” (Eph. 3:2 -4).

What is the mystery of Paul the Apostle’s knowledge of Christe In other words, what is the
mystery of Christ?

This is the fitle of this sermon: “Our relationship with Christ.” The Apostle Paul began this
relationship from time immemorial. There is no doubt that Christ’s mystery is our relationship
as believers in Him since the very beginning. How? It is the mystery of the Father in His love for
humankind, as St. Paul says in his epistle to the Ephesians:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” (Eph 1:3).

Here | will pause for a moment, to draw your attention, O monk, or any other person, you who
want Christ to have a relationship with you. It is in essence that God the Father has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in heaven, according to His own free will, because of His Divine love
for mankind.

What does “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places” mean?

It means that God the Father, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, gave us His heavenly blessing,

for us to be a new heavenly creation, accepted and loved before Him, on the same level

of the heavenly creatures, even more, because St. Paul says: “with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places”, which means higher than the angels and archangels and all heavenly
creatures. How? It is because He blessed us through His only Beloved Son who has all the
Father's love. For he says: “Who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places.” If we are blessed in Christ His only Beloved Son, then our blessing is of the
same level as His Son’s blessing, and consequently of the same level as the Father’s love for His
Son.



An Important Question:

Was the Lord Jesus able during His life on earth to prove that He is truly God? Of course. He did
many works that are impossible for an ordinary human, or even a prophet, to do. They had to be
done by God. Some examples of these works are:

1. ABSOLUTE HOLINESS

The Lord Jesus Christ proved His absolute holiness that nobody could deny. It is He Who said:
“Which of you can accuse me of sin2” Mouths were stopped and tongues tied because of His
great and amazing holiness. Everybody believes this for He is the only one who was not fouched
by Satan for the simple reason that He is not an ordinary human. He is God manifest in man.

2. ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY

ority over all creatures and living things, and even over thoughts, the

0), and catching fish (Lk. 5: 1- 11).
ss (innumerable miracles).

of Jarius' daughter (Mk. 5: 35- 43), and of the son of the widow of Nain (Lk. 7:
f Lazarus (Jn. 11: 1 -44). Then there was His raising of Himself from death (Jn. 20, 21).

e. Authority of spirits: He cast out spirits with one word (Mk. 5: 1 -20), (Mk. 9: 25).

f. Authority over sin: He forgave the sins of the paralytic (Mk. 2: 6 -8).

Authority over thoughts: He knew the thoughts of men withou

3. HIS MARVELOUS EFFECTIVENESS

The Lord Jesus was able to discern hearts with surpassing gentleness, and thus Christianity spread
quickly all over the known world by means of a group of simple men and fishermen filled with the
Holy Spirit.

One session alone with the Lord Jesus Christ is enough to shake the fortress of evil in man and to

make him repent. And through constant fellowship, the sinner can change into a saint. Who can

bring this about unless he is God, Who created man in the first place and Who alone is able to
him?e




3. THE LOVE OF GOD

If God were not love, He would have been satisfied to remain high in the tower of heaven,
leaving us in the mire of the earth. But thanks be to the loving God who descended to us to carry
us in His arms and rise with us to heaven so that we live with Him there for ever. Was it possible for
Him to look down on us and say: “Come to Me, | am waiting for you in heaven"¢ How were we
to ascend to Him with our weak and fallen naturese That is why:

He condescended to come to us, to carry us in His arms and to take us where He is. This is the
only logical and possible way. “I carried you on the wings of the eagle and brought you to Me.”

Some Comparisons of the Incarnation by St. Athanasius:

1. COMPARISON TO A KING

If we imagine a king choosing a city in a kingdom to live in, this city will become the capital
and will have special honour. The residence of the king in one of the houses is the same as his
residence in all the houses.

If we assume that the citizens of this city neglected its defence and security, and that the
enemies surmounted the walls and attacked the citizens, will the king allow this saying: “They are
responsible”2 Or will he rise to save them and to defend the kingdom, considering that any harm
that befalls one of them befalls him personally?

This is exactly what happened in the Incarnation. When God dwelt in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, He accepted to live in all men. This is natural because God is omnipresent and is limited by
nothing.

man nature and allowed Satan to
 to our defence

Although ’rhe sons of men neglected the defence of ’rhelr

new one, but the father strongly objected to this saying: “Res’rore The oId picture and do not tear
it up because in it | see the image of my beloved son every day.” And that is how the gifted artist
repainted the picture on the same old canvas.

What does this mean?

God created us in His own image but when we distorted that image, He came down Himself
and restored it to its original condition without destroying humanity and creating a new
humanity. How great is the wisdom and love of God for us!!

3. COMPARISON TO A STRAW AND

St. Athanasius compared hu



CHRIST?

H. G. Bishop Moussa

= Lord Jesus Christ is nof simply a man who thinks that He is God, for He is God manifest in the
flesh, as St. Paul the Apostle says: “Great is the mystery of godliness” (1 Tim. 3: 16).

God is a simple spirit Who fills heaven and earth and Whom we cannot see with out eyes

because they are material and limited. That is why He had to take a tangible body free from sin

so that we could see Him. This is just like the waves that are sent via radio and television wh|ch are .
diffused everywhere but are invisible. We can only see ’rhem if they are embodjed’ i

od and does not conflict with:

1. THE POWER OF GOD

On the contrary, the Incarnation is a proof of God's power for He is omnipotent and can do all
things. He can remain a simple spirit or be visibly manifest as man, fire, or a voice.

2. THE HOLINESS OF GOD

The incarnation does not conflict with the holiness of God as some people imagine. God can
dwell as a body for He dwells everywhere and in everything, no matter how simple, or even no
. He is like a purifying sun that pervades piles of rubbish to purify them without




+ The first factor is a higher level than believing through sight and touch. Christ: “opened
their minds to understand the scriptures" (Lk 24:45), which means to know their fruth. Of course
this was built on the foundation of believing through seeing.

+ The Second factor elevated them to an even higher degree than the opening of their
minds. They received the Holy Spirit through the breath of Jesus mouth, and again through
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Their faith reached the level of
Divine truth in this way, and they became partners in it. This great gift was of course founded
on their first belief, which came as a result of seeing with their physical eyes.

When the disciples handed Faith in Christ down to us, they did it at three levels: the level of
sight and touch, then at the level of mind opening and the revelation of Divine fruth in the
living Word, and then at the level of the Holy Spirit who gives us fellowship in the Divine Truth.
This is the spiritual fellowship described by St John in his First Epistle: "Our fellowship'is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ" (1 Jn 1:4).

Christ gave to them at all three levels, not only to be living in them, but that they might also
pass it on to us as they had received it themselves, with the same power, and freely without
cost: "While we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Rom 5:8).

St John the Apostle writes:

"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which
we have looked oupon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life, the life was made
manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the
Father and was made manifest to us, that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so
that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. And we are writing this that our joy may be complete"” (1Jn 1:1- 4).

A




The Position of the
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ing the resurrection, His disciples were troubled because they thought He
mmaus disciples: "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty
od and all the people, and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to
ind crucified him. But we hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and

the third day since this happened" (Lk 24:19 -21).

 the first qa'g.q the week, the doors being shut where the disciples were, for

e and stood-bmohg them and said to them, "Peace be with you." But they were
ed that He was a ghost. And he said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do
earts? See my hands and my feet, that it is | myself; handle me, and see; for a
Dnes as you see that | have." And while they still did not believe because of joy and
them, "Have you anything here to eat?" (Jn 20:19; Lk 24:36 -41)

It would have been possible here for Christ to open their eyes and reveal Himself, for them to
recognize Him and believe in Him at the same time. But Christ's desire was for them to become
eyewitnesses. They were able to deliver the message with the assurance of what they had seen
with their eyes, so that we could accept the account given in the Word and consequently believe

that which they had seen and verified.
TN o Eo-
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as not just based on sight and touch, they were also given two other
the level of revelation and fellowship in the Divine fruth:

factors th
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